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NOTES 

1 

Cuiva is a Guahiban language of Colombia, South America. The Cuiva 
are located in the llanos or plains country in the east central por- 
tion of the land in the states of Casanare, Vichada, and Arauca. 
There is one known group of several hundred in Venezuela. These 
Indians live by hunting and gathering in the jungles along the Meta, 
Casanare, and Capanapara Rivers and their tributaries. 

The language is spoken by an undetermined number of nomadic 
groups. It is estimated that there are 2,000 or more Cuiva. 

The data for this description were gathered by Marie Berg and 
the author during field work under the auspices of the Summer 
Institute of. Linguistics between July 1965 and September 1974. 

The phonemes of Cuiva and the corresponding orthographic 
symbols are: 

a (central low), a (central mid), e (post mid) a 

e 
a a 

b,b^ b 

d (initial and medially after nasal and in onomato- d 
poeic words) r (medial) r 

e (closed), e (open) e 

h j 

i i 

k (before a, a, o, u, tt) c 

(before e, i) qu 

kh, X X 

m m 

n, n n 

o o 

P P 

ph f 

s, I (occurs after i, b) s 

t t 

th th 

ts ts 
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ti, d? ch 

u u 

w hu 

y y 

Of considerable value in the analysis was a Cuiva concordance 
based on a 19,266 morpheme text compilation and produced by the 
Linguistic Retrieval Project of the Summer Institute of Linguistics 
and the University of Oklahoma Research Institute, which is sponsored 
by Grant RI032701 of the National Science Foundation. 
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